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RESEARCHERS RECEIVE NSF GRANT FOR AUTOMATED 
READING TUTOR 

A team of Carnegie Mellon and University of Pittsburgh 
researchers has received a $6 million grant from the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) to enhance an intelligent, 
automated Reading Tutor that listens to children read and 
verbally assists them when it hears them stumble. 

—The four-year grant will be used to improve and integrate 
speech and user modeling technologies in the Reading Tutor, 
which has been developed over more than a decade by 
Carnegie Mellon's Project LISTEN, led by research professor 
Jack Mostow. 

—The Reading Tutor displays stories on a computer screen, 
uses a speech recognizer to listen to children as they read 
aloud, and responds when necessary with spoken and 
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Professor Laurie Weingart, Graduate School of Industrial 
Administration, have been selected to receive the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Board of Engineering 
Education's Curriculum Innovation Award for their work on 
integrated product development. They will receive the awards 
at the 2003 ASME Congress on Nov. 18, in Washington, D.C. 

—The School of Computer Science has announced its Siebel 
Scholars for 2004: Aditya Agarwal, Nikhil Bansal, Jun 
Gao, Nicholas Hopper, and Aleksandar Nanevski. The 
Siebel Scholars program was established at Carnegie Mellon 
and 10 other schools in the U.S. Carnegie Mellon received a 
$2.5 million gift to recognize students who have distinguished 
themselves through academic and leadership excellence. Each 
Siebel Scholar award is $25,000; the student receives $2,500 
and his/her unit receives $22,500 to help pay educational 
costs (tuition, stipend, fees, etc.). 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

—Sat., Oct. 11: Carnegie Mellon Wind Ensemble. Denis 
Colwell, conductor. 3 p.m., Carnegie Music Hall, Oakland. 
Ticket info: 412-268-2383. 

—Wednesday, Oct. 15: Carnegie Mellon Philharmonic. 
Juan Pablo Izquierdo, conductor. 8 p.m., Carnegie Music 
Hall, Oakland. Ticket info: 412-268-2383. 

—Friday, Oct. 17: A daylong commemoration of Barbara 
Lazarus, the university's associate provost for academic 
affairs who died on July 15. Hamburg Hall Auditorium. The 
schedule is posted on official.cmu-news, Sept. 24. 

—Friday, Oct. 24: The Carnegie Mellon Black Alumni 
Association authors luncheon and book signing. Noon, Hunt 
Library, 4th floor. Featured authors: Sharon Freeman 
(HS'74), author of "Conversations with Powerful African 
Women Leaders," Anthony Butts, Carnegie Mellon assistant 
professor of English, author of "Little Low Heaven," and 
Kiron Skinner, Carnegie Mellon assistant professor of 
history, author of "Reagan: A Life in Letters." Register online 
at www.cmu.edu/alumni or via telephone at 1-800-226-8258. 
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