EECS/ERLnews
Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences/Electronics Research Lab

U. C. Berkeley

NEW ASSOCIATE
CHAIRS FOR EECS
On July 1st, Professor Roger Howe became the new
associate chair for electrical engineering and Professor
Jitendra Malik became the new associate chair for computer science. As Associate Chairs, they form part of the
leadership of the EECS Department, which is headed by
Chair Shankar Sastry. They will be associate chairs for the
next three years.
Roger Howe will be responsible for EE-related
Professor Jitendra Malik (CS)
Professor Roger Howe (EE)
issues, academic personnel recruitment and
promotion cases, and space. He will be responsible for dealing with problems related to the current space crunch
and the newly announced delay of the CITRIS-related expansion project in Cory Hall. His new office is 231C Cory
continued on pg. 14

NSF AWARDS
$13 MILLION
FOR CHESS
The Center for Hybrid and Embedded Software Systems (CHESS)
received a $13 million boost from a National Science Foundation (NSF)
grant. The five-year grant, announced September 25, will help researchers
from UC Berkeley, Vanderbilt University, and the University of Memphis
combine the best of information and physical sciences, leading to safer and
more efficient embedded software systems. The project, led by UC
Berkeley, aims to modernize embedded software systems, which run
everything from an aircraft’s navigation system to a child’s robotic pet.
The NSF grant will support the development of reusable, interoperating open-source software for embedded systems, including those
that involve anti-terrorism technologies, autonomous robots, and aircraft
and vehicle electronics. Other applications benefiting from the grant
involve the use of sensor networks to monitor a building’s seismic health or
a home’s energy consumption. The project also includes programs to better
train students in the field of engineering systems.
continued on pg. 17
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Siebel Scholars
Siebel Systems, a leading
provider of enterprise applications
software, established the Siebel
Scholars Program at Berkeley in
2000. The program awards $25,000
each to five recipients, who are
among the top students who have
completed their first year of the
master’s program in computer science. Recognizing academic
achievement and demonstrations
of leadership, the awards defray
tuition costs and expenses for the
second year of Siebel Fellows

graduate studies. Katherine Everitt,
Yaping Li, Anthony Lobay,
Manikandan Narayanan, and John
Edwards will make up the Siebel
Scholar class of 2003 at Berkeley.
The Siebel Scholars Program exists
at eleven engineering and business schools and honors 55 scholars
this year.
“As future leaders in business
and information technology, Siebel
Scholars Class of 2003 will be at the
forefront of future innovations and
excellence at corporations around

the world,” said Thomas M. Siebel,
Chairman and CEO of Siebel Systems. “The Siebel Scholars Program
is our way of contributing to the
development of these outstanding
students and encouraging their passion for learning.”
In addition to the award, scholars from participating schools are
invited to an annual conference. This
year’s conference was held November 4 in Palo Alto on the topics of
stem cell research and the role of the
state in regulating the economy. 

Industry Gifts Support EECS Research
EECS research projects and the
EECS community are supported by
generous help from industry.
Among some of the donations the
department has received in the last
six months are:
The Berkeley Wireless Research
Center received a Dell 8450 8
processor server from Intel, to be
used for circuit and system simulation in the design of wireless systems on a chip. BWRC also received
CAD software: Flow Tracer from
Runtime Design Automation; System Generator, ChipScope, and
Alliance from Xilinx; Apollo tools
from Avanti; and Synplify Pro from
Synplicity. These CAD tools are being used to design integrated circuits for wireless applications and
radio systems on a chip.
Ericsson, Microsoft, Sprint, and
AT&T have all given in support of
the SAHARA Project, led by Randy
Katz, Anthony Joseph, and Ion Stoica.
Fanuc Ltd. donated $645,000
worth of equipment which will be

used in the Microlab. The
microfabrication tool set includes
lithography, bonding, LPCVD,
PVD, etch and metrology tools; all
are 150 mm capable.
Hewlett-Packard donated
$100,000 to CITRIS and $250,000 of
equipment to the Virtual Development Center.
IBM granted $12,500 to support
the SUPERB program, the Black
Graduate Science and Engineering
Students Society, and the Virtual
Development Center.
IBM donated $20,000 for
Rastislav Bodik’s project “AAA:
Assertive Alias Analysis.”
Intel has given a grant to
Michael Jordan’s research group for
research in the area of probabilistic
graphical models.
Intel provided $88,000 worth of
desktop and server machines to support a “UNIX Mega Lab” for CS61B.
Intel donated $32,000 for
Rastislav Bodik’s project “CriticalPath-based Performance Analysis.”

Intel, Microsoft, and IBM made
donations to Joe Hellerstein’s
research projects. Microsoft provided
$2000 in sponsorship funding to help
four EECS students attend the Grace
Hopper Conference. Microsoft
donated $100,000 to CITRIS.
Microsoft donated funding in
support of research on software
security for David Wagner’s
Software Security Project.
Siemens Technology-to-Business donated $50,000 to CITRIS for
Randy Katz’s research involving
distance learning.
Sony Computer Entertainment,
Pixar, and Intel donated funds,
hardware, and software to James
O’Brien’s research group. The
donations will support Professor
O’Brien’s computer animation
research group as they develop
methods for real-time modeling of
visco-plastic deformation, interactive
fracture propagation simulation,
explosion visualization, and surface
reconstruction. 
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