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New bioengineering department announced
In a move that is sure to keep Stanford
engineering at the forefront of experimental
research and interdisciplinary collaboration,
the Schools of Engineering and Medicine
have announced plans to create a joint
Department of Bioengineering. The new
department will serve as a catalyst for an
aggressive bioengineering initiative that will
have significant university-wide impact.
According to School of Engineering
Dean Jim Plummer, bioengineering has
emerged as a new and important discipline,
worthy of its own department, organizational structure, and degree-granting authority.
Currently, bioengineering research and
teaching are done throughout the university,
and both schools believe that a separate
department will offer a strong, broad-based
academic home for this work. The department also will launch new initiatives in the
broad bioengineering area, adding to
Stanford’s already strong programs.
Bioengineering will work in parallel
with the James H. Clark Center for
Biomedical Engineering and Sciences, a
PhD research-driven initiative designed to
stimulate interdisciplinary work in bioengineering, biomedical, and biosciences. The
new department will admit students, grant
degrees, and develop undergraduate and
graduate curricula, which will complement

the basic research agenda of the Clark
Center.
"We’re looking at one of the most
exciting new ventures in the school’s history," Plummer said. "It will be the first joint
department at Stanford and one of only a
few in the country. Students will have the
opportunity to obtain a degree in bioengineering, something that is widely sought
after by today’s engineering and medical
students. Creating a new department will
allow the discipline to thrive, evolve, and
be better defined."
Plummer envisions a fusion of engineering and the life sciences that will promote
scientific discovery and the development of
new technologies. He added that the close
physical proximity of Stanford’s highly
ranked medical and engineering schools, the
large number of collaborative projects

currently underway, and the university’s
presence in the midst of the Bay Area’s
growing biotech industry, will position
Stanford as an unequivocal leader in bioengineering.
The new bioengineering department
will be housed for the next 5-10 years in the
Clark Center, which is slated for completion
in the summer of 2003. Beyond that time, a
new building is envisioned to house the
department. Some SoE and SoM faculty
who currently conduct research in bioengineering may choose to move to the new
department or have joint appointments
with bioengineering. Others will remain in
their current departments and collaborate
with the new department. Twelve new faculty positions will be created in the School of
Engineering, with a similar commitment
from the School of Medicine.

A new look for SoE
We are pleased to introduce the new
School of Engineering logo. It will soon
be seen, along with other
graphic enhancements, on
school letterhead, clothing, publications, and general communications. The traditional engineering shield will

be retained and used where appropriate
for protocol.
The School of Engineering
wishes to thank the many
alumni, students, faculty,
and friends who participated
in the design and creation of the new
Stanford Engineering symbol.

N E W S
Intel salutes its foundation scholars
In October, a cross section of undergraduate
and graduate Intel Foundation
Scholars gathered for a lunch with
Intel's Senior Sponsor Hans Mulder
(PhD ’88 EE) of Intel Research.
Intel's scholarship programs support
students in the areas of electrical
engineering, computer science, and
related fields. Intel focuses its
undergraduate programs on increasing the number of women and
minorities entering technical fields. Amita Pugalia, Brucek Khailany, Alec Detwiler, Monica
Tran, Hans Mulder, Ruchika Agrawal, Emma Wong, Katie
Intel PhD fellowships target outBraden, and Manohar Prabhu.
standing students in technical areas
that match Intel research areas.

Siebel Scholar Aw a rds announced
Siebel Systems, Inc., recently announced the
annual recipients of the Siebel Scholars
Awards, which include five students from
Stanford Engineering’s Department of
Computer Science.
The Siebel Scholars Program is established at eleven educational institutions
including some of the world's leading graduate schools of business and engineering.
Awards are based on academic merit and
leadership excellence. The Stanford computer science students are: Pieter Abbeel,
Carlos Guestrin, Yannick Moy, Ananthan
Subramanian, and Junfeng Yang.

Friends and colleagues are mourning
the death of popular computer science
student Robert Frezza who died of
heart failure in December. Frezza, 18,
was a native of Yardley, Pennsylvania.
While attending Stanford he worked as
an intern at PayPal, an online funds

"As leaders in computer science and
business, Siebel Scholars directly influence
global policy and economic decisions that
shape our future," said Thomas M. Siebel,
chairman and CEO of Siebel Systems.
"Siebel Systems wishes to help prepare these
leaders for their upcoming careers, and the
Siebel Scholars Program is our way of giving
on a personal level to these outstanding students and institutions."
Siebel Scholars receive a $25,000 cash
award to defray tuition costs and expenses
for the second year of their graduate studies.
The complete Siebel Scholars Class of 2002
is listed at www.siebelscholars.com/news.asp.

transfer company. Prior to attending
Stanford he attended Lawrenceville
School in New Jersey, where he was
editor-in-chief of the school’s newspaper and instrumental in integrating
computers into the publishing of the
paper.

Students making news
Mai Lan Ho and Vikram Kumar, both
students in the Department of Chemical
Engineering, were recently awarded fellowships by the Merck Engineering &
Technology Fellowship Program. Merck &
Company is a research-driven pharmaceutical products and services company based in
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey.
Jon McAlister, a Stanford junior and
computer science major, recently won the
$100,000 first prize in a computer programming competition sponsored by
TopCoder Inc., in Connecticut. Runner-up
in the contest was another computer science
student at Stanford, Daniel Wright.
Contestants were judged on how quickly
and accurately they could write computer
code to withstand the scrutiny of other contestants and the TopCoder system.
Vipin Narang, a chemical engineering
graduate student whose interests include
international relations and international
securities studies, was recently named a
Marshall Scholar. Narang will travel to
Oxford University this year to study politics
and international relations. He spent last
summer in Geneva working with the United
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research.
Computer science students Chuong
Do, Jon McAlister, and Daniel Wright,
took first place in the ACM Pacific
Northwest Regional programming contest.
The team solved seven out of eight problems in the least amount of time. They will
move on to compete at the international
competition later this spring in Hawaii.
Fifth place honors went to Stanford’s students Ben Blum, Eran Guendelman, and
Siu Hong Yuen.
.

